


 Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of the council meeting of 
Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council at the Community Centre, Sporle
On Thursday 13th September 2018 at 7.30pm.

	Gordon Burrows GB (Chairman)
	Kalvin McLeod KM (Vice-Chairman)

	John Barley JB
	Helen Bartley HB

	Jacqui Howard JH
	Helen Dye HD

	
	

	Peter Wilkinson PW (BDC)
	Murdo Durrant MD (Clerk to PC)  

	Ms Stevie Spencer SS
	12 members of the public




1. To receive and consider and vote on accepting apologies for absence: Sue Clark sent her apologies as she was out of the country, accepted by the Parish Council (PC) proposed by KM seconded by HD. Passed unanimously

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 14th July 2018: Approved unanimously proposed by KM seconded by HD.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed: No declarations of interest by any councillors.

4. Having the village public house listed as a community asset: SS spoke to the meeting about how the PC could go about having the public house listed as a community asset. She informed the PC it was a straightforward process but would take time. Pubs can be an asset, but firstly the community must identify why it is an asset. It should then be nominated and the forms completed and sent to Land Registry and BDC. Who would then assess if it met the criteria. If it is accepted as a community asset it will be put on the register, and communities would be able to bid it if it were to become available. If they were to bid a six- month period stopping the sale would come into force to allow the local community to raise funds. Owners of property would be informed that their property had been nominated as community asset, they could then object and an appeal process would then take place. GB said that although the process was started some time ago the pub had since re-opened and the name had changed and would therefore have to start again.

5. To adjourn the meeting to allow members of the public, and councillors with a prejudicial interest, to speak on agenda items: A resident stated that they had sent a letter to the clerk about the churchyard but had not had a reply. GB informed them that the letter had been passed on to the councillors and was to be discussed later under item 10e. The clerk informed the meeting that each person was only allowed to speak once on any subject and may not speak again. A resident said that the clerk was very keen to quote the law and was informed by a councillor that had been his chance to speak on this subject. A resident asked why the PC wanted to close the churchyard, GB stated that the PC could not close the churchyard as they did not own it. Only the owners, the church or PCC could close the churchyard. He then said that the PC had said many times that it would continue to cut the grass of the churchyard until the end of the financial year. After that the owners of the churchyard, the church and PCC, should find their own contractors to cut the grass. If they required additional funding from the PC they could apply in the normal way and the PC would look upon that favourably. The current historical system of the PC being responsible for the cutting of areas it did not own and was not responsible for, with the church then giving a sum of £600 to the PC, had to stop.  

6. To receive updates from County and District Councillors: Norfolk county Councillor Ed Colman was not present. Councillor Peter Wilkinson Breckland District (BDC) Councillor gave the following report on matters agreed upon by BDC:

· BDC to take control of vacant shops and lease them at reduced rents to start-up businesses.
· Launch of a ‘dragons den’ scheme to help fund local entrepreneurs.
· Create grant schemes to help people into employemt, for example through travel bursaries or moped hire.
· Offer a digital skills training programme to upskill residents and help access better employment opportunities.
· Hold studies into the development of leisure services in Attleborugh and Swaffham, including gym facilities, climbing wall and astro-turf football pitches. 
· Fund two employment Support Officers for two years to work with DWP and act as a liaison between schools/further education and employers.
· Further investment into the council’s existing Market Towns initiative, which encompasses projects to help local towns and villages to thrive.
· Extra investment in customer service support, including to helps resident transition to the universal credit scheme. 
· Expand and existing contract to provide additional collections of dog waste bins and dog warden services.
          
7. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 14th July 2018: Nil
                           
8.  Finance:
 a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A: Proposed by JH seconded by HB passed unanimously
 b) Finance and accounts report: MD reported that the budget was on track, no major payments this month except the Clerks wages which were for a two-month period.
 c) Payment for new external hard drives, change of requirement: MD reported that he had managed to fix the problem with the hard drive by using a new USB cable and therefore only one new external hard drive was required.
 
9. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Highways:
a) Cleaning/clearing of rubbish from street in village by NCC highways. See b below.
b) Update on Bunkers Hill JW The Street garden club work: GB informed the meeting that the area around the corner beside the bus shelter now looks much better with new planting and beds in place. All work was done voluntarily by the village gardening group and GB wished it placed on record the thanks of the PC to Dawn and Philip Boyce and all other members of the gardening group who had worked so hard to make this area so much better looking.  
KM said that he and HD had met with Mr Jacklin from NCC Highways and pointed out numerous things in the village that required work on. Lots of letters had gone out from Mr Jacklin and several of the things had been remedied. The previous NCC councillor had said that there was Sec 106 money available, that apparently not the case. The 30mph sign that the PC asked to be moved from its current position to further up the street towards the A47 made sense, but has not been organised, MD to write to Ed Colman (EC) about this. GB asked why has it not been organised, the PC asked for this to be done over two years ago. The same as the collapsed drain. MD to write to EC. KM stated that the hedge by the bridge on Bunkers Hill needed cutting back. HB said that the hedge would be cut back by its owner. KM said that the local bus companies needed to be written to inform that driveways and pathways are not suitable for buses to stop on. MD to write to relevant companies. KM said that the beside Duggans and JB’s drive had been dug over by contractors, JB declared and interest in this, KM asked if there was a possibility of matched funding to make the pathway complete. GB said that 10, Highview should not be occupied until these pathways were completed as far as Sydney Dye Court. MD to write.

10. The Pavilion and Playing field projects:
a) Pavilion update:  
b) Need to make the Pavilion committee a sub-committee of the Parish Council: GB said that the Pavilion sub-committee needed to be part of the PC and that MD would act as clerk for this. Pam Rodie had stepped down from the committee due to ill health.
c) Playground update: Nil
d) Norse and grass cutting contract update: Only issue was the removal of cut grass.
e) Cutting of church yard under Parish Council/Norse contract: KM stated he was asked by a resident why the PC was the being held to ransom over what is a charitable donation. GB said that the PC was not being held to ransom, but that the situation needed to be put on a correct footing, with the PC providing the church with a donation towards the cost of cutting the grass if requested by the PCC. Not the PC having the churchyard cut and getting a donation from the church. HD asked why the current arrangements could not be carried on. GB said it was because the PC should not be responsible for the cutting of areas they were not owners of. The PCC should have the contract and the PC provide them with a donation if requested to. As already stated the system currently in place would remain until the end of March. From the 1st of April the PCC would need to arrange their own contract and if they required additional funding to request assistance from the PC, which would be looked upon favourably. 

11. SAM2 sign update: KM explained that the SAM2 had been returned by Castle Acre, not repaired so he had taken it to Dereham to be repaired.as it was not recording. No reason given by them as to why it had not been repaired. GB stated we will be keeping it a further month as we will not have had our full time.

12. To consider correspondence. (All circulated prior to meeting):  GB said he had received a letter from the former Clerk as she was still getting mail from Wave, who had taken over from Anglian Water, now threatening her with legal action about unpaid bills. MD to contact Wave re details of where accounts should be sent.

13. To consider a proposal under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 to exclude the press and public in order to conduct confidential business. Proposed by GB seconded by HB: All members of the public and MD left the room while the PC held a confidential meeting about the Clerks wages. After a short period MD was called into the meeting and informed of the PC’s decision. 

14. Date and time of next meeting.

Thursday the 11th October 2018, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, Sporle
Parish Meeting & Parish Council AGM



Murdo Durrant
Clerk to Parish Council                                                28th September 2018
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