[bookmark: _GoBack]  Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting 
held at the Community Centre, Sporle
On Thursday 13th February 2019 at 7.30pm.

Present


Gordon Burrows (Chairman)					Kalvin McLeod (Vice-Chairman)
Helen Bartley							Janis Bevan
Helen Dye							John Rodwell
Matthew Clark							

Councillor Ed Colman – Norfolk County Council
Councillor Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council

Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)					10 members of the public	



1. To receive and consider and vote on accepting apologies for absence.  None. 

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 9th January 2019.  Proposed by Kalvin McLeod and seconded by Matthew Clark.  Kalvin McLeod stated that he was unable to agree to the minutes due to comments made on planning item 17 comments 1 and 2.  The business had been working in the village for the last 10 years, although not the carpet warehouse.  The second comment was heresay and therefore should not be recorded as accurate.  It was agreed that these comments would be crossed through on the minutes and the clerk would contact planning to have these comments removed from the paperwork.
Item 6 should read Mr Denton and not Bevan.  
Taking into account these corrections the minutes were then unanimously adopted.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None known.

4. To adjourn the meeting to allow members of the public, and councillors with a prejudicial interest, to speak on agenda items.  Item 12 on the Agenda The Village Fete was also moved to this point to allow members of the public to speak regarding this.  There was a committee in the village who have organised a Village Fete, focusing on VE Day, to be held on 4th July.  There were already a number of stalls booked, John Rodwell has financed the starting up costs at this time. The committee are applying for funding from a fund available for VE Day celebrations.  The application is in and awaiting the judgement.  The committee are currently in the process of opening a bank account which was proving somewhat challenging as the bank requested a charity number before opening account but equally the Charity Commission wanted a bank account number before accepting their application.  There was a dormant charity account for the village which they have managed to activate, changed the name and produced a constitution which the charity commission have now accepted.  There is a stumbling block currently to their application for funding in that the administrators of the fund are requesting the constitution of the original charity which was never registered with the charity commission and there is no copy of this within the Parish Council’s records.  Howard Taylor who is the treasurer will get in touch with the person dealing with the application to explain this.  If required the clerk will forward a copy of the Parish Council’s constitution to John Rodwell although this does not cover this charity specifically so not sure if this would be of any use.  The Parish Council will support the Village Fete and have provided public liability insurance for the event.  If the committee do require funding they will have to apply to the Parish Council in the normal manner.

5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.
Ed Colman will speak to Mr Jacklin regarding the issue with the painting and damage to the railings.
Applications are invited for four Norfolk County Council farms.  Tenancies range from five to ten years and all 4 farms are located in the west of the county with soils on the farms varying from grade 1 to grade 2.  Although there are no restrictions on use, the council is keen to received applications for Ingleborough Farm at West Walton which seek to develop a care farm on this holding.  Apart from the bareland at Bank Cottage near Terrington St Clement, each farm also includes a rang of farm buildings.  Farm viewings are being held between 10am and 4pm on:
Tuesday 25th February – NCC Farm, Welney Estate
Wednesday 26th February – New Road Farm, Stow and Marshalnd Estate
Thursday 27th February – Ingleborough Farm, West Walton Estate
Friday 28th February – Bank Cottage Land, Terrington Estate
To help with the application process, Norfolk County Farms in conjunction with Anglia Rural Consultants is running a free training course over two days (5th and 12th March),  It is specifically designed to assist new entrants and those unfamiliar with producing a business plan.
Libraries in Norfolk launch booklist to support children’s mental health and wellbeing. A new booklist selected by leading mental health experts to support the mental heath and wellbeing of children has launched in Norfolk’s Libraries as part of Children’s Mental Health week.  The Reading Well for children booklist for children in Key Stage Two provides helpful reading to support children’s mental health and wellbeing, and includes authors Michael Rosen, Tom Percival, Zanib Mian and Joseph Coelho.  The list was developed by the Reading Agency and includes books to help children understand their feelings and worries, and help them to cope with tough times.
Storm Ciara brings more than 350 incidents for Norfolk’s highways teams and fire service.  This happened on Sunday 9th February when gales brought trees, branches and power lines down and blew debris on to roads and pavements.  Highways teams were in action from 4.40am throughout the day, with around 250 calls and incidents responded to, including 160 tree related issues across the county.  Incidents included flooding, debris from buildings in the highway, failed traffic lights and various other defects as a result of the storm.  Main routes were given priority throughout the day although many minor roads were also cleared and reopened.  Absolute priority was given to A and B category roads with a view of minimising the impact on the travelling public in the morning. Norfolk fire and Rescue Service were called to more than 100 weather related incidents including fallen power lines, trees down in multiple locations, roof collapses and low risk flooding.  Highway incidents can be reported on 0344808020 or at www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport.

Peter Wilkinson thanked all those from Highways and Norfolk Fire and Rescue for the work carried out as a result of Storm Ciara.
Breckland are running a support programme for private landlords to bring vacant properties back onto the letting market.  They are able to offer financial help to bring the properties up to standard if the landlords will prioritise persons on the Breckland housing list and Breckland’s homeless.  It is believed there are approximately 350 such properties.
    Health  Five Clinical Commissioning Groups are merging into one in an effort to deliver a 
    better service for patients. 

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 12th November 2019 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None,

7.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A.  Proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by John Rodwell and accepted unanimously.
b) Clerk gave the budget report which was running well within budget.  There were no questions in relation to the budget.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning: 

3PL/2019/1129 – Railway Farm Bungalow, 96 the Street, Sporle.  This application was refused on 4th February 2020.

3PL/2020/0130 – Wolferton House, The Street, Sporle.  Retrospective application re replacement of roof.  The Parish Council have no objection to this application.

3PL/2020/0144 – 10 The Bays, The Street, Sporle.  Erection of a dwelling – one and a half storey high, garage and associated access.  Concerns were raised regarding the ecological study as it appears the large pond/swimming pool which had been on site up to the sale within the last year appears to have been filled in prior to the ecological study.  Up to the filling in of the large pond there were Greater Crested Newts at the location.  It was agreed to defer this item for the clerk to make enquiries with the Planning Officer regarding the pond and if there had been an ecological study prior to it being filled in.  Other concerns raised were regarding the visibility of those entering and leaving the site.  The clerk would also ask for an extension to 13th March for this information to be considered at the next Parish Council Meeting on 12th March.  


9. Highways: 
a) Street Lighting report – TT Jones had looked at the proposed location of a new street light and requested that the Parish Council confirm that this was the correct location before they contacted UK Power Network regarding the running of the electricity and obtaining a quote.  They also advised that it would be a conventional lamppost as at this time Norfolk County Council do not allow Solar powered streetlights on the highways.  After discussion it was decided to defer this decision until councillors had visited the proposed site to ensure this was the correct site or if there was an alternative site which would be more beneficial.  Clerk to advise TT Jones accordingly.
b) Gordon Burrows advised that the streetlight outside 49 Hills Close was not working.  Clerk would report this to TT Jones.
c) Painting of railings – The Parish Council would await the outcome of Councillor Colman’s discussion with the Highways Department before taking any further action.
d) Bunkers Hill.  Gordon Burrows stated he had looked at some rubbish bins for the bus stop at Bunkers Hill but they were in the region of £400 to £500 plus.  After discussion it was agreed that Gordon would contact David Colman engineering to see if they could fabricate and fix a rubbish bin in the bus shelter.

10. The Pavilion, Playing field and Playground project:
It had been a very busy couple of weeks at the Pavilion.  Plumbing was now in and the showers had been connected and checked and were working.  New fuse box had been installed.  Lights had been fitted to one side and all lights in the building would be sensor operated which would make them more economical.  The windows for the toilets were being fitted this weekend along with some painting being completed.  To qualify for Breckland Match Funding planning permission has to be granted for the proposed extension so the plans will be submitted as soon as possible.  The intention is to have it up and fully functioning for the Fete.  The football club hope to be up and running for the 2020/2021 season.  It is hoped, weather permitting, for the reroofing to commence on Monday 17th February.  The gate is being moved down the drive and will now consist of a pedestrian gate to one side and a movable height restriction to stop unwanted caravans/vans accessing the site.  There will also be paving put in leading up to and beyond the pedestrian gate.  Since work has been going on and people can see the difference there has been less ASB at the Pavilion.

Clerk will organise a ROSPA inspection of the playground equipment and Gordon Burrows has kindly agreed to carry out the weekly inspection of the equipment.

11. Village Maintenance:
a) Ditch cutting – Work on the spec for the ditch cutting was progressing.  Kalvin McLeod had plotted the area which required cutting onto google maps and also with What3Words.  He would meet with Janis Bevan to complete the spec so that it could be sent out to possible bidders.  Gordon Burrows has already had people interested in the project approach him.

12. SAM2 sign update.
Average speed through the village between the hours of 7pm and 7am was 60mph when the screen for the SAM2 sign was switched off.  However, when the screen was switched on this dropped to 40mph which indicates that it is a deterrent.  The sign would be going back to Castle Acre this weekend.

13. To consider correspondence. (All circulated prior to meeting).
a) Letter from resident re trees on the green in Newfields.  Kalvin McLeod stated he had managed to get in touch with both the tree surgeons and get their reports.  One had attended the site and one had not to date.  It transpired that Breckland District Council had planted the trees to stop ball games on the green.  The clerk will contact Hugh Coggles, at Breckland District Council to carry an assessment out on the trees.  Any decision regarding the trees would be dependant on that assessment and also direction from Breckland District Council.
b) Letter from resident re continuing issues with lighting in Newfields.  Helen Dye attended Newfields earlier today and noticed that it appeared that the baffle which had been placed on the light outside number 42 had in fact fallen down.  This would be reported to TT Jones for replacement as soon as possible.


14. Date and time of next meeting.

Thursday 12th February 2020, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, Sporle



Meeting closed at 8.55pm



Elizabeth Durrant
Clerk to Parish Council                           		           14th February 2020

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC & PRESS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
