   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
Via Zoom
on Thursday 11th February 2021 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Matthew Clark (Chairman)				Gordon Burrows (Chairman)				Janis Bevan						Helen Dye						John Barley
						
	Councillor Ed Colman  -  Norfolk County Council
	

	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)

	
	Due to technical issues experience by Councillor Clark he had to leave the meeting and the 
            Councillors had to elect an emergency Chairman.  It was proposed and agreed unanimously that 
            Councillor Burrows should act as Chairman for the meeting as there was the required amount of 
            Councillors in attendance to hold the meeting.
 
1. To receive apologies.
Apologies received from Helen Bartley, Kalvin McLeod, Peter Wilkinson and Matthew Clark.  Agreed unanimously.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 14th January 2021.  
The minutes were proposed by Janis Bevan and seconded by John Barley.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  Under the Breckland Code of Conduct there were no declarations made.

4. To open the meeting to members of the public.
There were no members of the public or press in attendance.

5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman:  Norfolk County Council have delivered 2,950 laptops to children under the Every Child online campaign.  If anyone knows of anyone in the village who still needs one please point them to the devices@norfolk.gov.uk or if unable to access this please direct them to Councillor Colman who can put them in touch with the appropriate contact.  This has been funded by Norfolk County Council and donations by companies.

During half term next week Libraries and Schools are supporting Children and Young People Mental Health Awareness week with providing those concerned someone to speak to during the week.

Two new SEND schools will be open in Fakenham and Great Yarmouth as part of the £120million spend on SEND in the county over the next five years brought about by the damaging OFSTED report on SEND provision in the county.

The HMI Constabulary. Fire and Rescue Inspection report praised improvement in the Fire and Rescue service who had improved their operational capacity from 83% to 93%.  They particularly praised the Staff  Health and Wellbeing which was at the forefront of the running of the Fire and Rescue service. 

The Local Elections for the County Councillors and the Police and Crime Commissioner are going ahead on 6th May.  Postal voting is being encouraged and those interested should contact Norfolk County Council Electoral Services to register for postal vote.


Councillor Peter Wilkinson:  The Joint Strategic Partnership with south Holland District Council have come to an end and Breckland District Council are now looking to set up a new partnership with another Norfolk District Council or look to be a stand alone council if this is not possible.  In the interim a temporary structure is in place to ensure the continuing deliver of council services.  The Strategic Partnership had been in place since 2015 and after an initial £4.5 million savings the partnership saved £740,000 year on year since.
 


6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 14th January 2021 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None
                     
7.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report- The Council was performing within budget.  
c) Pavilion Finance Report, for information only. – Clerk  -  The only change there will be at this time is the £1,560 to be transferred to the Parish Council Account for the payment to David Colman engineering.
d) Report to NALC re possible financial irregularities.  The clerk advised that at the request of the Chairman she had made a report to NALC regarding the finances in respect of the Pavilion expenditure and that it was believed there may have been some irregularities.  NALC had responded that there had been no financial irregularities however, there had possibly been some breaches of the Parish Council’s internal controls policy and that it was best practice to get three quotes.
The Parish Council had already agreed in the December meeting that any further expenditure on the Pavilion over £500 should have three quotes.  The clerk suggested in future all sub committees were given clear guidelines on what the financial responsibilities of the sub committee are and that the sub committee would be required to follow the Internal Controls Policy of the Parish Council. 

8. Policies:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk66356602]Retention and Disposal Policy.  Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan and agreed unanimously.
b) Risk Assessment Policy.  Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan and agreed unanimously.
c) Assets Register – Deferred for next meeting for Councillor Clark’s input.  Councillor Burrows reported that he had one of the strimmers in his garage and the other was with Mrs Vogel for the upkeep of the wildlife meadow.
d) Data Protection Policy.  Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan and agreed unanimously.
e) GDPR Privacy Notice.  Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan and agreed unanimously.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2021/0082/HOU Erection of a greenhouse and pergola.  4 Highview, Sporle.  No objections.

10. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.


11. COVID19 Support Group
There had been a further 5 food parcels delivered this month.

12. Highways
General concerns re mud on road and state of pathways.  Councillor Colman will contact highways on behalf of the council.  Please advise all residents to use the highways website to report faults and chase these up.
A resident had raised the issue of the grit bins as they had attended the one in St Mary’s View/Newfields and found it to be empty.  Councillor Burrows reported that he had checked all the bins a couple of months ago and they were all full.  It may be the case that some residents are using the bins for their own driveways which is not the purpose of the bins.  The grit in the bins is for use on he public highway and not for private use.  The clerk had contacted Highways Department and there is an ongoing programme of checking and refilling the bins.  Sporle was included in the programme and the location of the bins was double checked with highways.

13. The Pavilion and Playing field projects:
a) Progress.   – The new main gate had been fitted but due to decline in weather pedestrian gate would be fitted as soon as possible.
The ongoing issue with the water company resulted in Councillor Burrows attempting to read the meter but found this impossible without lying flat on the ground.  The clerk would contact Wave, the business side of Anglian Water, to arrange for someone to come and read the meter.  At this time the direct debit had been deferred until the issue was resolved. 
b) Inspection of Playground – Annual Report – Deferred to next meeting.
c) Signage required for playing field and playground – deferred.
                
14. Village Maintenance:
a) Nothing to report at this time that is not covered elsewhere in the Agenda.

15. Other Village Matters:
a) Bus Shelter.  Clerk would make contact with A J Restoration to see if interested in the restoration of the Bus Shelter.


16. SAM2 sign update.
Some of the Parish Councillors had received complaints that the SAM2 sign did not appear to be working correctly as it was not lighting up when speeding vehicles were approaching it.
The SAM2 sign that is shared with Castle Acre has now been returned to Castle Acre for the next two months.

17. To consider correspondence. (All circulated prior to meeting).
a) Internal Auditor  -  The clerk reported that she had received a reply from an internal auditor on NALC’s list and they would be willing to undertake the Parish Council’s internal audit.  The clerk would deliver all the files required and then collect them when the audit is completed.  All Councillors had received the information from the auditor.  Proposal was to appoint this person as the Internal Auditor.  Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan agreed unanimously.

18. Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 11th March 2021, 7.30pm
Via Zoom

Meeting closed at 8.42pm




Elizabeth Durrant
Clerk to Parish Council                           		                           	  23rd February 2021


