   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
Via Zoom
on Thursday 11th March 2021 at 7.38pm.

Present:
	
	Kalvin McLeod (Chairman)				Matthew Clark (Vice Chairman)			John Barley						Janis Bevan						Helen Bartley						Gordon Burrows
	Helen Dye
						
	Councillor Ed Colman  -  Norfolk County Council
	Councillor Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
	
	
1. To receive apologies.
All present.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 11th February 2021.  
Amendment to be made to Item 17 which shows that Helen Bartley proposed this, however as Helen Bartley was not at the meeting this should have been Helen Dye. After adjustment the minutes were proposed by Helen Dye and seconded by Gordon Burrows.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  Under the Breckland Code of Conduct Helen Bartley disclosed an interest in Item 12.

4. To open the meeting to members of the public.
There were no members of the public or press in attendance.

5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman:  Norfolk County Council have extended the free school meal voucher to cover Easter.  All criteria can be seen on the County Council website and those that do not qualify through school may be able to apply through the County Council as the criteria is slightly different to acknowledge the effect that COVID19 has had on families.

First SEND school has opened in Thetford and has welcomed the first 10 pupils.  It will eventually take 90 pupils.  The other three will be opening as soon as possible.

The County Council are holding a large recruitment drive for Fire Fighters it is called the Big Drive.  There will be a virtual event held on Thursday 18th March.  Information can be found on the County Council website and Norfolk.gov.uk/oncallfirefighters.  There are a number of vacancies across the County.

County Council have abolished late fees for children under the age of 16years in the libraries to encourage children to use the libraries and to read.


Councillor Peter Wilkinson:  Climate Change Strategy is now running.  There will be some funding however no notification at this time how this will be managed but it is worth considering any local plans to help with climate change.  
 
6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 11th February 2021 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None
                     
7.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
Proposed by Helen Bartley, seconded by Matthew Clark, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report- The Council was performing within budget.  
c) Pavilion Finance Report, for information only. – Clerk  -  Noted
d) Report to NALC re possible financial irregularities.  The Chairman stated that several Parish Councillors had raised questions regarding the expenditure on the Pavilion and they had felt that these questions had been brushed aside.  The Chairman stated that it was appropriate for Parish Councillors to review the decisions previously made by the Parish Council to ensure they still met the requirements of the village.  The Chairman noted the report from NALC and stated that procedures had been put in place to ensure that future spending would follow best practice.

8. Policies:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk66356602]Asset Registers.  The Clerk agreed to send a copy of the current Asset Register to John Barley who agreed to inspect the assets and note any that may need refurbishment/replacement.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2021/0082/HOU Erection of a greenhouse and pergola.  4 Highview, Sporle.  APPROVED.

10. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

11. COVID19 Support Group
The group were still operating.  There had been no further food parcels.  Some prescriptions had been delivered.

12. Highways
a) Slow Signs: Gordon Burrows reported that his wife had chased up the painting of the slow signs as although Highways had repainted the Slow Sign on the bridge to Dunham they had not painted the other ones as requested.  Helen Bartley advised the Parish Council that she had requested the repainting of the slow signs outside numbers 98 and 108 as she had witnessed a minor accident there.  Councillor Colman will be meeting the Highways engineer tomorrow and he will add this to his list.  Helen Bartley will e-mail Councillor Colman with the reference for her report so this can also be discussed.
b) Mud on road.  An email had been received regarding the ongoing issues with mud on the road particularly near to the reservoir and Essex Farm as these appear to be particularly bad at the moment.  It was agreed the clerk would write to Essex Farm and the owners of the reservoir to ensure they are complying with regulations regarding the clearing up of mud etc on the road.  Councillor Colman will also discuss this at this meeting tomorrow with the Highways Engineer.
c) A question was raised as to why Essex Farm are moving muck and slurry to a temporary site next to the reservoir and then reloading, instead of loading the trailer directly at Essex Farm. This is contributing to the mess on the road and is not cleared up afterwards.'
d) The possibility of moving the 30mph speed sign nearer to the A47 was discussed.  Councillor Colman stated this was unlikely as the site for this had been agreed during planning of the new development.  Also discussed was the possibility of a roundabout being placed where the new development/Essex Farm and the reservoir.  The Chairman agreed to provide the what3words location so that the clerk could write a formal request to the council.
e) Discussion took part regarding the placement of a new streetlight near the alleyway opposite the shop.  This had been discussed previously but due to costs of laying power to it was considered at this time to be out of the remit of the Parish Council.  Councillor Clark suggested that the possibility of putting in Solar streetlight should be investigated.  Councillor Colman advised the Parish Council that a bid could be made for 50/50 funding from the Partnership funding to assist with the costs.

13. The Pavilion and Playing field projects:
a) Progress.   – The pedestrian gate has now been fitted.  There had been a burst joint due to the freezing weather.  Hopefully this will be fixed next week, currently the water has been switched off and the area affected left to dry out.  Consideration will be given to moving the Dog waste bin away from the Pavilion.  Dogs should NOT be walked on the playing field or children’s play area but it was agreed that a bin needed to be provided as there was still some persistent dog walking in the area.  Chairman that this was on the schedule but it would appear it had been missed.
b) The Chairman stated that the grass was getting longer and requested that Janis Bevan asked her husband if he would lend the Parish Council his machine.
c) Signage for the Playing Field/Children’s Play Area.  It was agreed that there should be 3 signs, 1 large and two smaller ones, for the Entrance, Meadow and Kissing Gate.  The wordage for the signs to be agreed so these can be ordered and erected as soon as possible.

Councillor Colman and Councillor Wilkinson left the meeting at 20:35hrs.  

E-on  - the E-on contract was due for renewal and under the current circumstances it was agreed to renew this with E-on for a further year.
                
14. Village Maintenance:
a) There had been no tenders received in respect of the verge clearing.

15. Other Village Matters:
a) Water leak at Newfields.  The leak at the top of the hill outside 4/5 had been fixed.  However the other leak had not.  The water is coming out of the tap so should be covered by Anglian Water.  Anglian water had tested the water and stated it was ground water.  Clerk to contact Environment Agency to request they check the leak.
b) Gordon Burrows informed the meeting that he had been approached by a 12yr old boy in the village who was undertaking the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.  He would be litter picking in the village at various points with one of his parents with him.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would create a Certificate of Merit for him once the task was completed.  It was also agreed that the Parish Council would contribute towards bags and PPE Equipment required.  Councillor Burrows would contact the parents to see if anything was required.

16. SAM2 sign update.
The Chairman reported that the sign was now working.  It had accidently been set at 40mph which was why it was not activating when vehicles were speeding through the village.


17. To consider correspondence. (All circulated prior to meeting).
a) An email had been received from a 12yr old boy who lived in the village regarding the building of a skate park where the basketball court is.  After discussion it was agreed this would be investigated.
b) The Chairman requested that the clerk forward the e-mail received from the NALC County Officer regarding the pay revue next month.

18. Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 8th April 2021, 7.30pm
Via Zoom

Meeting closed at 9.10pm




Elizabeth Durrant
Clerk to Parish Council                           		                           	  23rd March 2021


