   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
Via Zoom
on Thursday 14th January 2021 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	
Kalvin McLeod (Chairman)				
	Helen Bartley						Janis Bevan						Helen Dye						Gordon Burrows
						
	Councillor Ed Colman  -  Norfolk County Council
	Councillor Peter Wilkinson  -  Breckland District Council

	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)

	Members of Public	John Barley		Charlotte Axtell	Resident

	Due to technical issues meeting started at 7.41pm

1. To receive apologies.
Apologies received from Matthew Clark.  Agreed unanimously.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 10th December 2020.  
Item 3 should read None known.
Item 11 4th Paragraph should read Paul Rudd was thinking of donating. Clerk will amend accordingly.
Proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by Helen Dye. and agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  
Kalvin McLeod declared an interest in one of the items to be discussed under correspondence.

4. To open the meeting to members of the public.
Re item 16a – village resident was concerned regarding the state of the footpaths with mud, leaves and other debris.  There had been an incident whereby the residents’ husband had fallen and banged his head, thankfully no serious injury was sustained.  The footpath is particularly bad at the crossover Highview and southern end of the village.   During general discussion it was agreed that the footpaths throughout the village were in a bad way due to mud, leaves and debris.  Suggestion was made that the Highway Rangers could be contacted to check the area on the street.  Councillor Colman asked that all correspondence regarding the footpaths be sent to him and he would pass it onto the Highways to send the road sweepers in to try and improve the footpaths.  Resident agreed for the clerk to send her email to Councillor Colman.
Resident left the meeting at 19.54pm

5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman:  The vaccine role out is going well.  NCC are assisting CCG where necessary.  NCC and CCG are inundated with calls re the role out.  Advice is for residents not to call surgeries as they will be contacted at the appropriate time.  Details re arrangements can be found on Norfolk and Waveney CCG website.
The demand for keyworker children to attend school is outstripping the provision in some areas.  Should keyworkers have any issues please contact Children Services who are organising this.  

Councillor Peter Wilkinson:  Breckland District Council still running its services.  Looking forward to the future there is a survey re greener future which Breckland District Council are asking residents and businesses to complete. Survey can be found at www.surveymonkey.com/wp3m37f.
Despite impact o COVID19 Breckland District Council still think it can achieve its budget with a small rise in the Band D if £4.95 which means those living in Band D house will pay £98.73 yearly.  Three quarters of the Breckland District Council residents live in band A – C so will see a smaller rise.  
QEH is suffering from a 12.5% staff shortage due to COVID19.  Currently two thirds of the ward are being used for treating COVID patients.  There are 202 patients in the hospital with COVID, sadly 305 have died in the hospital from COVID.  Hospital is one of the COVID vaccine centres and 6,000 members of staff have been included.  Please do not contact the hospital they will contact you when it is the appropriate time.
 


6. Resignation of Parish Councillor.  Consideration to be given to co-opting new Parish Councillor.  The clerk had received two notifications from village residents interested in becoming Parish Councillor.
John Barley – who was a previous Parish Councillor and is concerned re traffic speed through the village and the state of the footpaths.
Charlotte Axtell who has lived in the village for 11years, works in the post office and is concerned with traffic speed through the village and lack of street lights in certain areas.
Both applicants left the meeting whilst a vote was taken.  John Barley was elected on a 3 to 2 majority.  The clerk then advised both applicants of the result.  John Barley then rejoined the meeting.

7. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 10th December 2020 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None
                     
8.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
Proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Gordon Burrows, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report- The Council was performing within budget.  
c) Pavilion Finance Report, for information only. – Clerk  -  There had been no change in the Pavilion finances.

9. Policies:
a) Business Continuity – Proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by Gordon Burrows agreed unanimously.
b) Risk Assessment Policy – deferred to February meeting.
c) Assets Register – deferred to February meeting.

10. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2020/1422/HOU Replacement of existing garage with a detached oak framed garage and ancillary annex.  Shadbrook House, South Acre Rd, Sporle.  No objections.

11. COVID19 Support Group
Currently the funding is being used for provision of £25 food box from the village shop for those residents who apply.  John Rodwell is continuing to organise the group and volunteers.  They offer to help residents with things such as collecting and delivering prescriptions and anything else that they can to residents requiring assistance.  John as reissued authorisation letters for the volunteers should they need them.

12. Highways
Road closure The Street, Sporle from 27th January 2021 to 29th January 2021 for duration of works expected to be 3 days for new water connection.  Noted.

13. The Pavilion and Playing field projects:
a) Progress.   – Currently due to lockdown.  Most of those working on the Pavilion refurbishment have been furloughed so inappropriate for them to be working on the Pavilion.  Gordon stated that when he advised them regarding the £500 spend maximum the had felt upset as other than the two large contributions from Town Farm Trust they had raised most of the funding themselves and were carrying out 65-75% of the work on a voluntary basis.
b) Inspection of Playground – Annual Report – Deferred to next meeting.
c) Signage required for playing field and playground – deferred.
                
14. Village Maintenance:
a) Ditch cutting – There had only been two people interested to date.  However the advert was in the February copy of the village magazine and hopefully would be in the March copy of the other magazine although the clerk had not received any confirmation regarding this to date.

15. Other Village Matters:
a) Zoom account – Had been set up on a monthly basis.
b) Village sign  -  deferred until end of lockdown.  John Corley said that Ted McLaine was back in the district so may be worth considering as well.
c) [bookmark: _Hlk61291540]Bus Shelter  -  Still awaiting quote for Alistair.  Janis Bevan had received a report that two girls were seen hanging around the other bus shelter in the early hours of the morning.  Advise was to contact the police regarding any such future instances at the time it was happening so they could deal with it.  

16. SAM2 sign update.
The new SAM2 sign did not have a recording chip in it and it would cost £300 to £400 to install.  After discussion it was agreed that the chip should be installed.  Proposed Helen Dye, seconded by Janis Bevan agreed unanimously.
The other SAM2 was down and had been charged.  As it had not been taken to Castle Acre as yet it was suggested that it be put up again till the end of January and that Gordon would contact Castle Acre and suggest that they have the sign for February and March so that would mean that both Parish Councils had the sign for two months each.  Agreed.

17. To consider correspondence. (All circulated prior to meeting).
a) East of England Transport survey.  Noted..
b) Footpaths in the village see item 4.
c) Complaint inconsiderate/dangerous parking.  Kalvin McLeod had already stated an interest in this item as he was the person involved.  He stated that he had had to park his 4x4 on the driveway and it was partially blocking the path.  He had been involved in 4x4 Rescue work as part of the response to the flooding at Long Stratton.  He had to arrange for a mobile mechanic to attend to fix his vehicle.  This had now been done and the vehicle will be moved very shortly.  In respect of the other two vehicles the white vehicle has been moved to a different place to park. Kalvin is very conscious of the need to keep the footpath clear as he has to use a wheelchair regularly on the footpath.  The clerk would write to the resident giving this explanation.
d) Amendment to the definitive map and statement for section of Hall Road, Little Dunham under Wildlife and Countryside Act 1961.  The appeal is based on the fact that it is believed that the information given to Chancery when the decision was made was incorrect.  Chancery were informed that people did not use this part of the road which was incorrect. People used to walk the road regularly and others used it on their journey to work.  This would be decided by the appropriate authorities once all evidence had been considered and is for information only.

18. Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 11th February 2021, 7.30pm
Via Zoom

Meeting closed at 9.05pm




Elizabeth Durrant
Clerk to Parish Council                           		                           	  23rd January 2021


