   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 13th May 2021 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Kalvin McLeod (Chairman)				Matthew Clark (Vice Chairman)			Janis Bevan						Gordon Burrows
	Helen Dye
						
	Councillor Ed Colman  -  Norfolk County Council
	Councillor Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council

	Five Village Residents
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
	
	
1. To receive apologies.
Apologies were received from Helen Bartley and John Barley who were unavailable to attend the meeting.  Apologies were accepted unanimously.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 8th April 2021.  
Minutes were proposed by Gordon Burrows and seconded by Janis Bevan.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None.

4. To open the meeting to members of the public.
Village residents wished to raise their concerns about the need for the children’s playpark to be modernised and what they could do to help.  Currently the monies in the fundraising account had been raised specifically for the Pavilion refurbishment and proposed extension.  After general discussion it was agreed that the way forward would be to extend the remit of the sub-committee set up for the Pavilion to include the children’s play park and the whole environment of the area as they were located in the same area.  Details regarding future meetings would be publicised on the village notice board and the website.

5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman:  Councillor Colman thanked everyone for their support in his re-election to County Councillor.  The County Council would be reviewing the business plan for the next 4 years at the County Council AGM on Monday 24th May.  There had been no news regarding the devolution white paper in the recent statement from Central Government.  Also there had been no update re Adult Social Care funding which was a concern with the growing need for Adult Social Care in Norfolk as the population demographic is becoming increasingly elderly.  The County Council currently pay out more in Social Care than they receive in Council Tax each year and without a clear plan from Central Government on the funding it is becoming increasingly difficult to meet the needs required.  There is a possibility of a future Council Tax rise to balance the budget.
Local Highways have received a £10,000 budget for improvements.  These can include such things as signage, bus shelter, passing places, speed reductions schemes.  Full details can be obtained from Jack Griffiths.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson:  Trip Start, which is a project which supports people who are long-term unemployed back into work and training has secured a £66,000 grant from Breckland Council’s Inspiring Communities programme.  The funding will be used to pay for a support worker for clients, transport costs and programme resources.  Breckland residents interested in finding out more about Trip Start can call 01362 699923.
Breckland Council has launched ‘Future Breckland: Thriving People and Places’ which will create a blueprint for the future of the district, with a focus on each of its five market towns. This will be delivered to complement Breckland’s COVID-19 recovery plans as the way we work could be significantly altered by the experiences of the pandemic.  The programme is being supported by HATCH, an international market leader in economic development and urban regeneration.  The team will be engaging with residents, key local groups and partners operating in Breckland to identify challenges, align aspirations and agree priorities.  The project will run for a full year to include detailed engagement and planning, focussing on each market town in the district.  Councillor Sam Chapman-Allen, Breckland Council’s leader commented that “This will ensure Breckland’s success going forward and put us in pole position when it comes to bidding for national funding which can be spent making the district even better for our residents and businesses.”

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 11th March 2021 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None

                     
7.  Finance:
a) Litter Bins.  The Chairman reported that while he was assisting with the elections he became aware of the opportunity to buy some street litter bins.  He has bought six of these at a very reasonable rate of £27.50 each.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would purchase 3 of these bins for use in the village.  This would be at a total cost of £72.50.  Proposed by Matthew Clark and seconded by Gordon Burrows.  Agreed unanimously.
b) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
All payments were proposed by Matthew Clark, seconded by Kalvin McLeod, approved unanimously.
c) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget.  
d) Pavilion Finance Report, for information only. – Clerk  -  Noted
e) End of Year Accounts for 2020/2021 were presented to the meeting.  Proposed by Janis Bevan and seconded by Gordon Burrows.
f) End of Year Accounts for Fundraising Account – as above

8. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2021/0577/VAR Variation of Condition No2 on 3PL/2020/1146/VAR – revisions to dwelling, workshop and garage. Land of the the Street.  The Parish Council do not have any objections to this applicationl.

9. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

10. COVID19 Support Group
The group were still operating.  There had been no requests for assistance.  The Clerk would contact CAN to see when the money should be returned. 

11. Highways
a) Fallen tree in Bunkers Hill directly opposite Newfields.  A Highways van had passed the tree looked at it and carried on.  Councillor Colman will contact Highways again.

12. The Pavilion and Playing field projects:
a) Progress.   – No further work had been undertaken due to the lockdown.  2 of the football team who had been working on the Pavilion were currently carrying out snagging.

20:27pm Councillors Colman and Wilkinson and 3 residents left the meeting.

b) Playground Inspection.  The clerk advised the Parish Council that there was training available in August regarding how to inspect the Children’s Playground.  It was agreed that the Clerk would attend the training and report back to the Parish Council. 
c) Signage for the Playing Field/Children’s Play Area.  This was deferred to the sub-committee.
d) Grass Cutting.  The Chairman asked Janis Bevan to pass on the Parish Council’s thanks to her husband for arranging the playing field to be cut.  Mr Bevan has agreed to arrange to cut the grass weekly a=for as long as the Parish Council need it.  
              
13. Village Maintenance:
a) There had now been two quotes received.  It was agreed that one of the applicants would be asked to do the first cut and that if this was satisfactory and no complaints were received then they would be given the contract.  It was requested that they be asked to try to avoid cutting down the lilies outside one of the houses.  Proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by Helen Dye and agreed unanimously.

14. Other Village Matters:
a) Arson to seat in bus shelter near the school.  This has been reported to the police.  The Chairman would contact someone re the repair/replacement of the bench.  In the meantime the bench would be removed for an indefinite period while this work was undertaken.  A notice would be placed in the Village Magazine regarding this.
b) Play park.  This was dealt with under Item 4,
c) Fly Tipping.  This had now been removed.

15. SAM2 sign update.
Clerk to contact Westotec re dating recorder to be fitted.


16. To consider correspondence. (All circulated prior to meeting).

17. Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 10th June 2021, 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre

Meeting closed at 9.10pm




Elizabeth Durrant
Clerk to Parish Council                           		                           	     23rd May 2021















































			
