   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 9th September 2021 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows (Chairman)				John Barley						Janis Bevan					 	Helen Dye
							
	Councillor Ed Colman  -  Norfolk County Council
	Councillor Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council

	Six Village Residents
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
	
	
1. Apologies for Absence.   Apologies were received from Helen Bartley and Matthew Clark due to work commitments.  Apologies accepted unanimously.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 8th July 2021.  
Minutes were proposed by Janis Bevan and seconded by Helen Dye.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None.

4. To open the meeting to members of the public.  
A resident wished to make an objection to the proposed Essex Farm development in respect of environmental diversity as she believed this would adversely affect the local environment in particular to the increase in traffic.  She was advised that her objection would be noted in the minutes and advised that she should contact the planning department of Breckland District Council as it is they who make decisions on any planning applications.

Mr Raine stated that he would like to make use of the Pavilion and playing field open they were open to offer archery lessons and also possibly yoga or martial arts.  He was advised to put together a business proposal and send it to the clerk who would then forward it to the committee for their consideration.

A resident who currently has an application for planning under consideration wished to make the Parish Council aware that he considered that at a previous Parish Council meeting one of the Parish Councillors should have declared an interest in the Planning Application and should not have voted on that application.  He was reassured that at the time the Parish Councillor concerned had abstained from the vote and that his comments would be recorded in the minutes.

Two residents wished to raise their concerns about the local pub and the way it was being run.  They also wished for consideration to be given to make the pub an asset of Community Value and were surprised to find out that it had not been done the last time it was mentioned.  Both were advised that when the pub was closed it had been considered to make the pub an asset of Community Value however when it opened it was decided to stop the application as everyone at that time was happy with the way it was being run.  One of the residents agreed to liaise with Councillor Colman regarding the way forward.  However this would need to be via the Parish Council for it to be considered.  It was agreed that the resident would contact the Parish Council should he wish this to be placed on the Agenda at a future meeting.

Concern was raised regarding the alleyway near to the shop which was extremely dark.  It was pointed out that this had been discussed at a meeting last year but nothing appears to have been done regarding this.  It was agreed that enquiries would be made regarding installing a solar streetlight at the location.

Concern was raised at the amount of money being used to refurbish the pavilion while the children’s playground was in need of improvement.  It was explained that all the money used for the refurbishment had been through fundraising for the improvement of the pavilion to make it fit for use.  If the money was used for anything other than the purpose raised then the money would have to be returned to those who donated it as it had not been used for the purpose it was given.   It was once more reiterated that NO precept money had been used for the refurbishment of the pavilion.


5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman:  A new fund was introduced in April 2017 to provide each Local Member with an annual budget of £6,000 to be used on small highway works within each financial year in their Division.    The scope of the funding was extended to include measures to support the Council’s Environmental Policy to help address two key climate change challenges: reversing biodiversity loss and reducing carbon emissions.  Works that would help address these challenges include electric vehicle charging points, tree planting, repairs to local footpaths and capital measures for encouraging active travel.  The fund continues to offer flexibility to progress small highway and environmental projects at Members discretion based on local need. The funding is for capital funding only so ongoing maintenance costs are excluded from this scheme.  Illuminated signs, street lighting or reflective bollards are not included in this initiative.  Any projects likely to exceed the £10,00 limit would not be taken forward unless other funding streams were already confirmed.  The local Highways Area team can provide the necessary help and advice on what the engineering solutions to any given problem may be.  The Environment team can provide advice on biodiversity, tree planting and other greenspace enhancements.  These options will be location specific and will usually involve a site visit to fully understand the issues and identify the optimum solution,  The local Highways Area team will provide an initial cost estimate and if delivery is agreed will then monitor construction/installation costs.  It is anticipated that the majority of works on the highway would be undertaken by Norfolk County Council and its approved supply chain.

There were 168 SEN places offered in September, this would increase as further units become available.

In respect of the National Insurance increase Norfolk County Council do not know if they will get any further funding for Adult Social Care or if it will be used by NHS in its entirety.  Still awaiting the full details.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson:  Breckland District Council have now issued £50million in financial support since the start of the pandemic.  There is Government funding support for Breckland businesses.  Over £6.5 million has been issued in start up grants to eligible businesses, including shops, cafes and restaurant to open and be fit for purpose for Breckland residents.  The Breckland spring back scheme will continue to support customer facing businesses with cleaning, enhancement to shop fronts.  
Digital Breckland is enabling businesses to access grants to adapt to making digital changes helping with new payment systems in meeting customers new way of shopping including chatbot and websites.

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 8th July 2021 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None
                   
7.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
All payments were proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by John Barley, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget.  

8. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2019/0920/O Proposed Development Essex Farm, Sporle.  As the application was now for the original 35/40 houses and the Parish Council had supported it in the past it was afgreed to give the Parish council’s support with the following two provisions to be given consideration:-
A full sized roundabout to be installed at the entrance of the site to help with traffic control
Social/Affordable housing to be built first. 

3PL/2021/0802/HOU 4 Southfields, Sporle.  Demolition of existing lean to and construction of fnew single and two storey extension to dwelling.  Approved.

3NM/2021/0070/NMA Plot 10 Highview, The Street, Sporle.  Non Material Amendment to 3PL/2021/0699/VAR – Brick to be used.  Weinerberger Olde Essex instead of Weinerberger Olde Henfield. (n0n Mat Minor Amend).  Approved.

9. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

10. Highways
a) Slow sign paining in village.  Councillor Colman suggested that funding for the new sign could be applied for under the Parish Partnership Members Fund.  Gordon Burrow would provide the what 3 word reference.
            8:40pm  Councillor Colman left the meeting.




11. Village Maintenance:
a) Street Lighting  -  John Barley suggested that a second opinion is sought regarding the replacement of the concrete street lights.
b) Ditch Clearance.  It was agreed that a new tender would be put out, this would include the children’s playground and banks in the playing field.
c) Assett Register.  John Barley was given the most up to date list and would walk round the village and note any maintenance/repairs required.  

12. Other Village Matters:
a) Land next 28 The Street, Sporle– update by Clerk.  It was noted that the farmer was harvesting the field today.  Defer to next meeting.
b) Pavilion, Playingfield and Children’s Playground.  This was a report only and no matters pertaining to the Pavilion, Playingfield and Children’s Playground would be discussed at this meeting as this was now under the remit set up for this purpose to comply with Charity Law.  Gordon Burrows reported that there were only a few more snaggings to be completed and once the purchase of chairs and other necessary equipment was finalised the Pavilion would be open for use.  £5,000 had been raised towards equipment for the children’s playground, however further funding would be needed as the quote for one piece was just under £20,000 which included the installation.
c) Seat in Bus Shelter.  Gordon Burrows reported that the original seat had cost approximately £125 so perhaps the best way forward would be replacement.  It was agreed that a suitable metal seat should be costed in respect of this.

13. SAM2 sign update.
The new sign had now been upgraded with the data recording and was awaiting collection to be installed.

8:50pm  Councillor Wilkinson and Helen Dye left the meeting.

The meeting now being inquorate the meeting was closed at 8.52pm




Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 14th October 2021, 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre



















































			
