   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 9th December 2021 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows (Chairman)				John Barley						Janis Bevan (Vice Chair)				Helen Bartley
	Kalvin MacLeod
	
	Ed Colman Norfolk County Councillor		Peter Wilkinson Breckland District Councillor
							
	Six Village Residents
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
		
1. Apologies for Absence.   Apologies were received from Helen Dye who was isolating due to a medical procedure tomorrow.  Apologies received unanimously.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 11th November 2021.                    Item 8 line one should read minutes of the meeting of 7th October.
Item 8 line five word eight should read Breckland District Council.                                                              Item 12b line 2 should read manager and not landlords.                                                                                            
These adjustments being taken into account the minutes were proposed by John Barley and seconded by Kalvin McLeod.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None know at this time.

4. To open the meeting to members of the public.  
A resident raised the possibility of erecting a mirror opposite her property to assist when exiting the property as this was now becoming an issue due to parked vehicles on both sides of the exit thereby making it practically impossible to see any oncoming vehicles.  She had narrowly missed being hit several times.  After discussion it was agreed the Parish Council would write a letter of support for the resident to aid her in her application with the Highways Department.  This would not include financial support.

A resident questioned if the village gates could be obtained under the Parish Partnership funding available to Councillor Colman.  Gordon Burrows agreed to survey possible locations.  This would also have to go to Highways who will confirm the locations.

Solar lighting on The Street near the shop.  Gordon Burrows and Janis Bevan had had an on site meeting with the Highways Engineer and one of the subjects discussed was the siting of the solar light.  He agreed the site proposed looked possible but consultation would have to be made with the installers.  The fitting of approved lighting has to be carried out by an approved contractor, also all residents who would be affected by the light would have to be consulted.

The bus stop on Bunkers Hill was looking in need of a repaint.  Gordon Burrows advised that the gardening group had scraped off the paint but that the wall needed to completely dry out before, during and after the painting.  This had been scheduled for attention in the Spring when hopefully the weather will be drier.

5. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman:  The Strategic Planning Committee have proposed a 2’99% in the budget for 2022/2023.  This would be 2% for Adult Social Care and 0.99% for the general budget.  The budget consultation is now underway.  There is a gap in the budge of 42/43 million on top of efficiencies already made.  Norfolk County Council are hoping to get a higher part of the budget announced by Central Government re Adult Social care re the age demograph in the county.

County Council are working closely with Public Health England doubling efforts re vaccinations.   The booster vaccination should now be available more widely and GP practices and other locations would get in touch with people when they are due.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson:  Breckland District Council Inspiring Communities project will be running again next year so will be available for projects.

QEH have received planning permission for a new endoscopy unit and a new eye unit.  There has still been no decision on funding for a new Hospital.

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 9th December 2021 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  Kalvin MacLeod enquired if anything further had been done regarding the Parish Council possibly acting incorrectly  The Clerk requested that Kalvin McLeod send a copy of the email received from Breckland District Council legal department and then she would refer the matter to the County Officer for a definitive answer.

Councillor Wilkinson advised that in answer to a question from a resident regarding a resident in Sydney Dye Court he could confirm that they were legal residents however the Environmental Officer would take action as required regarding the state of the surrounds.
                 
7. Parish Councillor Vacancy:  The Clerk had advised that she had received 5 notifications of interest and that all paperwork would be sent direct to the applicants as soon as it was received by the Clerk.  In answer to a question from a resident the Clerk advised that there would be no advertisement of the vacancy by the Parish Council as this was all undertaken by Breckland District Council and a Notification on Election would be sent to the Clerk for publication on the website and the village noticeboard at the shop at the appropriate time.

8:02  A resident was asked to leave the meeting as despite repeated warnings that the part of the meeting for the public to speak in was over and that they should not interrupt the running of the meeting unless they are asked to speak by the Chairman this resident continued to interrupt the meeting and also hold conversations which interrupted the meeting.  At this time 3 other residents also left.

8:04 Councillor Colman left the meeting as he had another meeting to attend.	

8.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
All payments were proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by Helen Bartley, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget.  
c) AGAR  -  The Clerk reported that the AGAR had been completed and would be published on the website with a copy being put in the village noticeboard as well.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2021/1584/F  Land off the Street, Sporle. Creation of new access to field adjacent to approved development.  No objection. 

10. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

11. Highways
a) Letter from resident re blind entrance.  As agreed above a letter of support would be offered to the residents on the understanding that this was not an offer to finance the mirror.
b) SAM2 sign.  Gordon Burrows stated that he had received a lot of complaints from residents regarding the sign not being up.  Kalvin McLeod stated that the sing was up and the North of the Village and the last 2 weeks by Sydney Dye Court.  Gordon Burrow stated he had one resident who had volunteered to help with the sign.  He would give Kalvin’s details to this person.  Gordon had taken the new sign back to Westcotec and they had repaired a broken batter wire inside the machine.  They had accepted responsibility for this so there would be no cost to the Parish Council.
c) John Barley raised the issue of the state of the paths in the village.  He would send a message to Councillor Colman regarding this. 

12. Village Maintenance:
a) Gordon Burrows stated he had obtained a quote from Damien regarding the chestnut trees that need trimming.  Damien also included clearing the nettles and undergrowth.  It would be a 1 or 2 day job and the quote was £350 without taking rubbish away or £400 with taking rubbish away.                         Kalvin McLeod proposed that the job needed doing and as the Parish Council had been unsuccessful with the last advert for the grounds maintenance contract then Damien should be employed to do the work taking away the rubbish and also a further cut in March as well.  Proposed by Kalvin McLeod seconded by Janis Bevan and carried unanimously.
b) Street Lighting.  Gordon Burrows stated that he had tried to contact T T Jones regarding the Solar Light and they had not shown any interest.  Gordon Burrows proposed that in the circumstances with the difficulty of getting a further quote then the Parish Council should go ahead with Westcotec regarding installing the light.  Seconded by Kalvin McLeod agreed unanimously.  The clerk to contact Westcotec regarding the order and an estimate of the date when it could be installed.
c) Asset Register.  John Barley had completed his assessment of the Village Assetts and found the following:
Bus Shelter, The Street, North End had a smashed timetable
Village Sign – needed refurbishment
Picnic Table in the playground needed replacing
The seat at the bus stop on village green needed replacing
Oak memorial seat in Jane Palmer’s Wildlife meadow was in poor condition
Oak Noticeboard outside the village shop need refurbishment
A quote had been received regarding the refurbishment of the village sign which was to rub down and 2 coats of varnish - £175.00.
A suggestion had been made regarding the replacement benches from a company in Felixstowe.  The clerk would contact them to make further enquries.
        
13. To consider correspondence.  (All circulated prior to the meeting)
a) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacon  -  not sure of costings and other details.  Clerk would contact Norfolk County Council to enquire about requirements and costs.
b) Village Celebration for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  -  Gordon Burrows agreed to contact John Rodwell re organising a Village Fete for 2nd June 2022.
c) Armed Forces Covenant Pledge  - deferred to January meeting .
d) TBLI Tommy Military Figure  -  clerk to write to the Parochial Parish Council re the plaing of a Tommy figure by the War Memorial in the church grounds.


Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 13th January 2021, 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre



Meeting closed at 8:57pm















































			
