   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 10th March 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows  (Chair)				Janis Bevan (Vice Chair)				John Barley						Helen Bartley						Helen Dye						Jacqui Howard					Kalvin McLeod
		
	Peter Wilkinson Breckland District Councillor
							
	No village residents or press.
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
		
1. Apologies for Absence.   Peter Wilkinson advised the Parish Councillors that he had spoken to Councillor Colman, Norfolk County Council, and that it was unlikely he would make the meeting due to illness.  

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 10th February 2022.
Minutes were proposed by Janis Bevan  and seconded by Helen Bartley.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None known.

4. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman, Norfolk County Councillor.  Not present at the meeting due to illness.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson, Breckland District Councillor.  Breckland council tax is rising by £4.99 this is the minimum amount without a referendum for For a band D property,  it will rise  by £103 68 per year but most of Breckland residents live in Band C  or below,  which aquates to around £84 pa £1 - 62p a week, every £100 spent per household, the  council tax payer  receives £753 worth of services yearly.

In April Breckland are launching a food bus, Sporle has been identified to be a part of this scheme the bus will be in Sporle for an hour on a Thursday  11-30 am, residents  who want to sign up to this service will pay a one off payment of £3.60 for a lifetime subscription  to access the bus for topping up their groceries  for the week.
Details coming soon.

During the month of March, all about local in Breckland supported by Breckland DC funded by ERDF, Is apart of the high street recovery program supporting local businesses and your high street shops the welcome back team will be touring brecklands 5 market towns to promote loneliness, localness, support, encouraging new and existing businesses and visiters, residents, to be a part of the High Street recovery programme local businesses  will be showing off the produce/product, including local chefs getting out of their kitchen and on to the high street to show their skills with cooking demonstrations, free food tasting, this  one off event will be held on Saturday 19 th March 2022 from 8 am until 3 pm Swaffham Market Place.

5. To open the meeting to members of the public or press to discuss matters on the Agenda.  No residents or members of the press present at the meeting.

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 13th January 2022 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None
               
7. Highways
a) SAM2 Sign.  
b) Double Yellow Lines in the Village.  The clerk had made enquiries with the Highways department following mention of the possibility of double yellow lines being put in the village.  Highways had replied and their decision was that it was not normal to put double yellow lines in the villages and at this time there was no funding for this.  



8.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
All payments were proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by Helen Dye, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget 
c) Electricity contract for the Pavilion was due for renewal in 2022/2023 financial year.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
None

10. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

11. Query over Declaration of Interest.
This item had been removed from the Agenda due to now being investigated by Breckland District Council Monitoring Officer.

12. Village Maintenance:
a) Street Lighting.  The clerk had contacted WESTCOTEC regarding the lighting and they still had not heard from their supplier so no date for installation as yet.  The clerk would ensure the letter was written in time for the next meeting so that it could be delivered to residents in the locality.
b) Ditch Clearance.  The clerk stated that whilst going through the archives she had come across a letter dated 11th January 1994 from Breckland District Council in which they had accepted responsibility for the maintenance of the ditch.  There was no other information after that date.  Councillor Wilkinson asked that the letter be forwarded to him so he could approach Breckland District Council to see if there had been any further action in regards to transferring the responsibility of the ditch to the Parish Council. 
c) Waste Bins.  These were still at Kalvin McLeod’s but arrangements would be made to get them and place them appropriately near to the Pavilion and leading into the Playingfield.
        
13. Other Village Matters.
a) Household Support Fund.  The clerk reported that the closing date for the next round of the Household Support Fund was 21st March 2022.  It was agreed that the church should apply for £5,000 so that 100 households in the Parish could be assisted in respect of fuel or food.
b) Seat in Bus Shelter.  It was agreed that a metal seat would be the most appropriate replacement for the damaged one in the bus shelter.
c) Assett of Community Value. This matter was discussed at length with the following observations.  At no time in the past was it agreed that the application would be submitted with Gordon Burrows and the Parish Council at the applicants.  In fact Gordon Burrows does not want his name on the application.  If the application was going to be submitted with the Parish Council as the applicant then it should be   submitted by the Parish Council and not by someone on behalf of the Parish Council who is not an elected Parish Councillor.  If the Parish Council did agree to submit the application then all relevant information should be held by the Parish Council.  At all previous meetings one of the residents had agreed that they would be submitting the application with a list of 25 signatures from residents in support of the application and that the Parish Council agreed to support the group in their application with a letter of support.  It was therefore somewhat of a surprise when the Parish Council received the application to find Gordon Burrows and the Parish Council as the applicants.  It was also agreed that if the Parish Council were submitting the application then they would discuss this with the owner of the property to make them aware of the applications to ensure good relations with the owner as they would be advised by Breckland District Council of the application once it was submitted.  It was unanimously agreed that there would be no further action on this matter at this time until details could be confirmed.
d) Village Sign.  The clerk stated that she had discovered paperwork regarding the village sign while going through old records.  There was documentation form the resident who gifted the sign to the village stating that he had gifted the sign to the village but the intellectual ownership of the sign remained his and thereby any work on the sign should be approved by him.  John Barley had spoken to Mr McLean, who has previously refurbished the sign, and he stated he would be able to do it in Spring or early Summer.  It was agreed that John Barley would ask Mr McLean to undertake the refurbishment as soon as he could.
e) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  -  Village celebration.  The clerk had not received any update regarding the Village Celebration.  The Parish Councillors suggested that rather than trying to close the road the Village Celebration should be moved to the Playing Field where previous Jubilees had been celebrated very successfully.
f) Armed Forces Covenant Pledge  - The clerk would prepare this for signature at the next meeting.
g) TBLI Tommy Military Figure  -  clerk to write to the Parochial Parish Council re the placing of a Tommy figure by the War Memorial in the church grounds.
h) Sporle Garden Group request that the Parish Council put in an application to Highways for a site visit to decide whether a small tree such as a crab apple can be planted on the green area (behind the metal bench) opposite the Community Centre to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would do this.


14. To consider correspondence.  (All circulated prior to meeting).
(a)  NRF support to Community Resilience.  It was agreed to sign up for notification.
(b) Breckland Mobile Food Store.  It was agreed the clerk would contact the Mobile Food Store and suggest that outwith school journey times the best place to park would be on the road immediately outside the Community Centre.  The Community Centre could also be used for toilet and kitchen facilities if required.


Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 14th April 2022, 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre



Meeting closed at 8:52pm















































			
