


   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 12th May 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows  (Chair)				Janis Bevan (Vice Chair)				Helen Bartley						Helen Dye
	John Barley						Jacqui Howard
	Kalvin McLeod

	Councillor Ed Colman – Norfolk County Council
	Councillor Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council											
	4 village residents 
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
		
1. Apologies for Absence.   None 

2. Election of Chair for 2022/2023.  Parish Councillors were asked for nominations for Chair for the 2022/2023 season.  Helen Dye proposed Gordon Burrows for Chair this was seconded by Helen Bartley.  There being no other nominations Gordon Burrows was voted in as Chair unanimously.

3. Election of Vice Chair for 2022/2023.  Parish Councillors were asked for nominations for Vice Chair for the 2022/2023 season.  John Barley proposed Janis Bevan for Vice Chair this was seconded by Kalvin McLeod.  There being no other nominations Janis Bevan was voted in as Vice Chair unanimously.  

4. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 14th April 2022.
Minutes were proposed by Janis Bevan  and seconded by Helen Dye.  Agreed unanimously.

5. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None known.

6. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman, Norfolk County Councillor.  Norfolk County Council has launched a £7.7m hardship support scheme offering increased flexibility and choice in the way a broader range of households can access help.  The Cost of Living Support Scheme will run until October.  
£3.6m to support families with seven monthly cost of living vouchers for children eligible for means-tested free school meals.  The payments will be £15 per child with an enhanced payment of £30 in August to coincide with the school holidays. 
£1m allocated to the council’s Norfolk Assistance Scheme (NAS) to support families in hardship, where there isn’t eligibility for free school meals.  This support is available to families with very young children, young carers, and families caring for children with disabilities, many of whom may be facing significantly higher energy bills. 
£2.2m to support those aged 65 or over by providing cash and voucher awards through the voluntary sector and other partners including a specific collaboration with Anglian Water as well as through NAS.  £700,000 of this will be distributed to district, borough and city councils to support vulnerable communities.
£840,000 to support others in need, including funding for district, borough and city councils to meed immediate housing related concerns.  This part of the scheme will also mean that voluntary sector agencies can refer those they are working with to the council for support.
We would always encourage residents who find themselves in hardship to contact us on 0344 800 8020 so that support can be offered either directly or through our partners.

Norfolk County Council has an extensive package of support to help schools to welcome children fleeing the war in Ukraine.  These include:  funding  towards laptops, bi-lingual resources, extra tutoring and a range of English as an Additional Language resources.  Opportunities for teachers to access trauma informed workshops to help understand the experiences and support children may need.  Language support training, guidance and strategies and free translation services, Guidance and support to help schools discuss the conflict in Ukraine.  NCC’s fully funded Young Interpreter’s Scheme.  The Council will adapt and evolve what’s on offer as more information about children’s needs emerges.
Find out more about the Homes for Ukraine scheme in Norfolk at www.norfolk.gov.uk/ukraine.

Fire Service Plans to be considered.  The cabinet members are being asked to endorse plans to consult the public on the work of Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service (NFRS) to ensure it continues to match its resources with the needs of the county’s communities.  The key issues are:
The impact of highway infrastructure improvements in Norfolk.  Improvements to the highway network improve journey times for all road users, including response times for emergency vehicles.  NFRS will explore the impact of recent and planned significant highway improvements to identify potential opportunities.  In particular, the Great Yarmouth Third River Crossing is expected to positively impact on possible response times for Great Yarmouth and Gorleston stations.
Maximising resources focussed on prevention activities.  There is a sector wide drive to improve prevention activities across fire and rescue services.  In Norfolk, Members have already provided additional budget to support NRFS to increase resource for prevention and we have secured additional resource in teams.  There is also a Community Safety Development Plan in place to further enhance prevention resource and activities to increase our focus on prevention.  Consideration will be given to opportunities to support deliver of this plan and to enhance the service further.  This includes opportunities to redirect more resources to prevention activities and enhancement of our intelligence and analysis capabilities so that we can better understand the impact of our work.                                                                                                       Efficiency and effectiveness There is a continued need to ensure efficiency and effectiveness I all aspects of service management and delivery and these areas of performance are assessed regularly by the Inspectorate.  This means that the resource available is deployed to best resolve identified risks as well as having efficient ways of working in place.  The current plan set out the intent to carry out a concept of operations review, which has identified a number of areas relating to how we organise our response resource that will be carefully considered as part of the development of this plan.  We will also consider whether our specialist response capabilities are in the most beneficial locations, as well as the way forward in terms of co-responding (including emergency medical response).
Norfolk and Suffolk Mental Health Trust.  Following the recent inspection of the N&SMHT and its finding that the service was inadequate Councillor Bill Borrett, Norfolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health stated that he was extremely disappointed with the outcome and that despite support from NHS England and a partner Mental Health Trust that improvement had not been maintained.  The people of Norfolk, and those vulnerable people with mental health needs deserve much better.  Councillor Borrett has written to the Chairman of the Trust to express the Council’s concerns and will be talking to NHS Colleagues to explore how best the Council can receive oversight and updates on improvement.  Of course the Council support the staff of the Trust in their endeavours and as a partner will play a constructive part in the improvement process, but the County is entitled to expect radical steps now to ensure that the improvement process underway delivers a sustained improvement.
Local issues:  The Keep Clear signs in The Street will be painted this summer.   First cut of the grass areas taken over from Breckland commence in June.
Councillor Peter Wilkinson, Breckland District Council.  Breckland Council overview for 2021/2022.  Breckland Council is an organisation that cares, listens and supports people and businesses within the district.  The Council are working for everyone in the area, especially those who need help most.  The Council are proud of the area and through driving investment and enabling opportunities can maximise its full potential.   The Council want to inspire aspiration to live, work, visit or do business in Breckland.  The Corporate Plan brings together strategic priorities over the coming years and outlines what the Council will do to make a difference in Breckland to ensure it is a place where people and businesses can thrive.  The priorities are grouped across four key themes:                                                                                    Inspiring Communities – The Council want to build on many strengths of local communities so that people can lead happy, healthy, fulfilling lives.  Working collaboratively with partners, as part of a community led approach the Council will work to address vulnerability in Breckland.  Covid-19 has left a lasting effect on communities and Breckland are committed to supporting residents and businesses to recover from the pandemic and support theim in adjusting to life with covid in the longer term.                                         Thriving Places – Each of the five town centres are different.  Breckland Council will lead and enable strategic and focused action within each of them and their hinterlands, working with key stakeholders and partners to drive investments and change that will help the towns thrive now in in the future.  Breckland 2035 – Breckland will lead by example as an organisation taking action to reduce impact and achieving net zero emissions by 2035.  This cannot be achieved alone so the Council will use resources and regulatory powers to create an environment in which residents and other key stakeholders are enable to at for themselves in contributing to this agenda.                                                                         Working Smarter – As a performance led organisation the Council will use data to strengthen the organisational intelligence to inform decisions so that the right choices are made at the right times.  Evolving the approach to delivering services to become a modern organisation which is set up to best meet the changing needs of customers.  Adopting an agile working approach will enable the council to break down the barriers of site-specific working and empower offiers and members to work at the location and time that meets business demand and best supports the delivery of high-quality services.   
Council Tax Rebate      - some £6m has so far been paid out.  Those paying by direct debit were the first to receive their rebates, others would receive a letter advising how to apply.
Mobile Food Bus  -  this did not arrive today during a confusion over where they would park.  Councillor Wilkinson will ensure it arrives next week and parks on the road outside the community centre.
Supported the Committee organising the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in their bid for funding from Breckland Council.  The group were successful in their application and received £500 towards the costs of the celebrations.
The issue with the house in Sydney Dye Court is still ongoing.  However a Compulsory Order was issued in respect of cleaning up the area and if it was not done then Breckland will step in and clear the area and the owners would receive the bill.
In respect of the proposed Car Show as part of the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebration a link had been sent to the clerk who would forward it to Councillor McLeod to ensure that all regulations were complied with.                      

7. To open the meeting to members of the public or press to discuss matters on the Agenda.  
A resident wished to make the Parish Council aware of an issue with the overgrown and dumping of rubbish in the garden at 23 Priory Place.  The resident had reported the issue to Victory Housing back in February and was advised that a Neighbourhood Watch Officer would attend and assess the situation.  In March he was contacted by Victory apologising for the delay.  To date there has been no visit from the Neighbourhood Watch Officer.  In desperation as some of the branches were now starting to effect the integrity of his fence he removed the panel of fencing and cut down the branches which were causing the damage.  While doing this he did have to step into the garden of 23 Priory Place.  He also cut back the overgrowth covering the telegraph post as an engineer had been unable to get up the post to repair a fault.    
The resident had photos of the overgrowth and rubbish.  He had received a letter from Victory Housing threatening legal action regarding the possible trespass onto their property.  He found the letter quite threatening and was very upset by this.  Councillor Wilkinson has agreed to take this matter up with Victory Housing as they provide the housing on behalf of Breckland and will liaise directly with the resident.

A resident said he believed that the issue with the Solar Light near to the village shop was in hand,  He was advised that Westcotec had now received the light and were just scheduling it into their programme of works and it would be fitted as soon as they could do it.

Village Gateways.  The Parish Council agreed that in the past these had been discussed and even though the Council would like to go ahead with these at this time there were no funds available to do this.  Whilst funding could be applied for from Norfolk County Council this would only be for 50% of the cost and the Parish Council would have to have the other 50% already before they could apply for the funding from Norfolk County Council.  The clerk had spoken to another clerk who had informed them that one set of Village Gateways had cost £2,000.  The Chair advised that with 5 different entry points to the village this would mean a cost of £10,000 and at this time the Parish Council did not have £5,000 being the 50% they would have to provide.  The Clerk agreed to look at possible funding streams.

8. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 10th March 2022 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None

9. Result of Complaint against a Parish Councillor in respect of declaration of interest.  The Parish Council had been advised by the Monitoring Officer at Breckland District Council that the complaint made against one of the Parish Councillors in not declaring an interest in an item that had been put before the Parish Council had been investigated and that there was no evidence to uphold the complaint and therefore there was no case to answer.

8.19pm  Councillor Colman left.
               
10. Highways
a) SAM2 Sign.  Kalvin McLeod would sort out the pamphlet and connecting leads for the SAM2 sign so they could be delivered to Mr Corley later in the week.  He suggested that a donation should be given to cover the cost of the electricity for the charging of the batteries.  Gordon Burrows would contact Mr Corley regarding this.
b) Gordon Burrows stated he would attempt to contact Mr Jeffries, Highways Engineer, in respect of the overgrown area between Newfields and Sydney Dye Court.
  8.24pm Councillor Wilkinson left the meeting.

11.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
With the addition of the donations and an invoice to Damien Green re the cutting of the field and playground all payments were proposed by Helen Bartley, seconded by Kalvin McLeod, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget.  That an invoice had been received from Wave the business side of Anglian Water.  The invoice showed a minus amount and when the clerk phoned the company it appeared that the Parish Council had been incorrectly charged in the previous two years.  This was challenged at the time by the clerk but no action was taken until the last two meter readings were received by Wave.  The clerk had requested that a refund of £2,500 was made which would leave enough to cover the costs for the majority of the remainder of the 2022/2023 financial year.  It was agreed that a proportion of this should be put into streetlighting costs due to the increase in electricity with the remainder going into the contingency fund.
c) Donations  -  The following donations were agreed:
NARS  -                                         £ 60
Norfolk & Suffolk 4x4 Rescue       £  60
Village Magazine                           £400 
Parochial Church Council	           £300
Citizens Advice Norfolk                 £100
Sporle Singers                              £  80 
This amounted to £1,000 being the sum set aside in the precept for Donations.   	                 
d) AGAR  -  the clerk had now received the February and March statements and recommended that the end of year accounts for 2021/2022 financial year be adopted by the Parish Council.  Proposed by Helen Dye and seconded by Janis Bevan.  Agreed unanimously.

12. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
None

13. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

14. Village Maintenance:
a) Street Lighting.  Westcotec now have the dollar light just awaiting an installation date.
b) Ditch Clearance.  Councillor Wilkinson had replied and he had been advised by Breckland that the resoinsibility for the ditch would be with Norfolk County Council.  The clerk would contact Councillor Colman in respect of this.
c) Waste Bins.  These were now by the recycling bins at the community centre and would be in position in time for the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations.  
        
15. Other Village Matters.
a) Household Support Fund.  The funds were being distributed.
b) Overgrown area Priory Place.  See Item 7
c) Seat in bus shelter.  The seat needs to be measured and it was agreed to go ahead with the metal one.
d) Assett of Community Value. Deferred to next meeting
e) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  -  Plans were now well in place and it was anticipated that there would be stalls, a classic car show and  possibly a waggy dog competition in the Pavilion, with the picnic and childrens events in the school playground followed by a disco in the evening in the Community Centre.  A request was made that the Pavilion was open up on the Friday and that the Committee were given access on the Saturday to clean the Pavilion.  This was agreed.
f) Armed Forces Covenant Pledge  - Deferred to next meeting.
g) RBL Tommy Military Figure  deferred to next meeting
h) RBL – plant a tree for Queens Jubilee.  It was agreed that as Gordon Burrows had still not been able to contact the Highways Engineer then a tree in a tub would be placed on the bit of green in front of the Community Centre and a plaque unveiled.  Then once the site visit had been made and agreement of location of tree reached this would then be planted and the plaque placed in its permanent location.  The clerk would contact the gardening club regarding the tree.

16. To consider correspondence.  (All circulated prior to meeting).
(a)  Breckland Mobile Food Store.  Still awaiting a time table for the Mobile Food Store.

Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 16th June 2022 at 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre
Please note change of date as The Community Centre is closed from 7th to 11th June.


Meeting closed at 9:22pm		



