   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
		Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 13th October 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows  (Chair)				Janis Bevan (Vice Chair)				John Barley						Helen Dye						Jacqui Howard					Kalvin McLeod	

				
	Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council

Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)

2 village residents

The meeting started at 7.36pm
		 
1. Apologies for Absence Helen Bartley due to health and Ed Colman due to work committments.  Agreed unanimously.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 8th September 2022.
Minutes were proposed by Kalvin McLeod and seconded by Janis Bevan.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None known.

4. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson.  Breckland District Councilhave funding in respect of Household Support from October 2022 to March 2023.  Councillor Wilkinson will send details to the Clerk on how to apply as this would have to be done through Breckland District Council.  There was funding for £300 for first six months than another £300 for the next six months.  This would be assessed re need and must be spent on Fuel/Energy/Water/Food or Housing Costs and proof would be required of how it was spent.

Breckland Food Bus would no longer be coming to Sporle due to lack of uptake.  It is still attending other local sites and residents of Sporle can access the services there.  Parish Councillors did make Councillor Wilkinson aware that part of the issue was that by the time th bus arrived at Sporle there was very little fresh food available.

Inspire Community Funding was open until 9th December.

5. To open the meeting to members of the public or press to discuss matters on the Agenda.  
A local resident raised the issue re the overgrown trees in Sydney Dye Court which he believed had been raised in July.  At this time Breckland District Council were attempting to find out who owns the property so that they could be requested to trim back the hedges.  The issue with number 43 and the overgrown trees is an ongoing issue as the property is currently a matter for probate.  This has now been forwarded to Norfolk County Council to pursue further action if it can as Breckland District Council have done all it can legally.
There is a very large overgrown tree in the strip of land between Sydney Dye Court and Newfields which is now hanging over garages and houses near it.  Request that a letter be sent to Highways re trimming it back.  W3W location at the bottom of the strip of land is ///text.decorated.cakes and at the bottom it is ///gasping.owns.pokes.  The clerk agreed to send a letter and copy in Councillor Colman, Councillor Wilkinson and Hugh.Coggles@breckland.gov.uk who is the tree officer for Breckland District Council.

7.50pm Councillor Colman arrived.

The garden at 23 Priory Place and the state it was in was also discussed and Councillor Wilkinson advised that two weeks ago the owner had been given 6 weeks to clear the garden otherwise Breckland District Council would do this and then charge them.

The tree for the Jubilee would be planted within the next two weeks and the plaque would be concreted in.

A resident requested that a sub committee for arranging events for the village should be set up and discussed as part of the Agenda at next months meeting. 


6. County Councillors report.  Councillor Colman advised the meeting that an agreement satisfactory to both parties had been reached in respect of the Old Forge bridge extension.  It was pointed out that these  are not for parking but were for access to properties which have parking facilities only.  They are paths over the stream only and not bridges.

Councillor Colman gave his apologies for the next meeting as he would be on his honeymoon.  

7. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 8th September 2022 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None

8. Highways
a) Sam 2 sign  - The fastest vehicle through The Street was 65mph other than that it was normally between 35 and 40mph.  The worst time for speeding through the village was during the school run times.  It was suggested that download data be sent to the local Safer Neighbourhood Team so that action could be taken at the appropriate times.  A Community Speed Watch could also be set up but this would need a team of volunteers who would be willing to undertake the training and also be prepared to monitor the hotspots at the appropriate times.
b) Changes to gritting in the street.  The Parish Council disagreed with the proposal to discontinue gritting past the school.  There is a requirement for this to be carried on with.  There is a necessity for the gritting to be carried on as in the past as it gets extremely icy past the school.
           	.
9. Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
Were proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by Helen Dye approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget.  

10. Policies
a) Standing Orders – Proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by John Barley and agreed unanimously.  This would be reviewed again in March then annually every March to bring it in line with the annual review for the Audit.
b) Reserves Policy – Proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by Kalvin McLeod and agreed unanimously.  This would also be reviewed in March and then annually every March.
c) Business Continuity Plan – Proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by Janis Bevan and agreed unanimously.  This would be reviewed annually or before if required.
d) Community Resilience Plan  this was for Parish Councillors to look at and complete.  This would be deferred to December meeting t.o give Parish Councillors time to review and bring back their suggestions
  
11. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3PL/2022/1048/VAR Essex Farm, Sporle.  Rewording of the condition so that the development shall be limited to a maximum amount of dwellings from 35 to 79.  After discussion it was felt that if the amount of dwellings was restricted to 35 then these would be executive dwellings.  If the dwellings were restricted to 79 then this would give opportunity for affordable housing which is the housing that was required in the village as opposed to more executive homes.  There should be some social housing and 50% of affordable housing in the planning and this should not be changed later on as in the past.  Councillor Wilkinson will be monitoring the application.  Also an assurance that there would be no vehicular access/egress through Sydney Dye Court.

3PL/2022/0257/DOC Residential Plot 1 Hills Farm, The Street, PE32 2EA.  Noted.

3PL/2022/0912/HOU Demolition of existing single-storey side extension and erection of new single-storey side/rear extension with addition of rooflights and timber framed porch.  No objctions.

12. Data Protection.  There had been no requests under Data Protection.

13. Village Maintenance:  
a) Street Lighting.  Gordon Burrows would we going to Westcotec and would try to get a date for the installation of the Solar light to be placed by the alley near to the shop.
b) Ditch Clearance – deferred to next meeting.
c) Waste Bins  -  Gordon Burrows would contact Damien Green re the placement of the bins.

        

14. Other Village Matters. 
a) Household Support Fund.  There is still some funding available for those who are finding it difficult to buy food of fuel.  The fund is restricted to these two and proof of how the money provided is spent will be required.
b) Seat in bus shelter – deferred to next meeting
c) RBL Tommy Military Figure – deferred to next meeting
d) Norfolk County Council Trees.  Clerk to contact the County Council re availability of the trees.
e) Overgrown bushes Hill Close towards the school.  Gordon Burrows agreed to try to contact the resident to get permission to cut back the bushes.

15. Advert for New Clerk  -  The advert had been placed in the Village Magazine and also on Norfolk Association of Local Councils website with a primary closing date of 31/10/2022.  

16. To consider correspondence.  (All circulated prior to meeting).  

Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 10th November 2022 at 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre


Meeting closed at 9:20pm		
