   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 14th April 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows  (Chair)				Janis Bevan (Vice Chair)				Helen Bartley						Helen Dye											
		
	6 village residents 
	
	Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
		
1. Apologies for Absence.   John Barley, Jacqui Howard, Kalvin McLeod and Peter Wilkinson offered their apologies due to personal commitments.  Ed Colman offered his apologies due to ill health.  Accepted unanimously.  

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 10th March 2022.
Minutes were proposed by Janis Bevan  and seconded by Helen Dye.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None known.

4. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.
Councillor Ed Colman, Norfolk County Councillor.  Norfolk County Council received a further £6.7m and have set up a new scheme to reach a much broader range of people facing hardship.  The criteria set by the Government for the fund is to reach the wider community and not concentrate on particular demograph.  The new scheme will include support for children and families eligible for free school meals, but also children and families facing hardship but not in receipt of free school meals, families with younger children, pensioners, people with disabilities, unpaid carers and other vulnerable households in Norfolk.  This is a much wider support mechanism tam before, in recognition of the impact of additional costs on such a wide range of people in the county.  It is about making it count for everyone and I am confident the approach is the right one.  If Councillors have concerns please do call me to discuss them.  Support continues to b available for those in urgent need, including children and families who have previously benefited from food support during the school holidays.  I would urge families who are struggling to fed their children, afford heating bills or have other financial worries to get in touch with the Norfolk Assistance Scheme on 0344 800 8020.  Over the last two years the council has used Government money to fund various packages of support.  The council have worked effectively with partners, including district councils and the voluntary sector to ensure that funding reaches the broadest elements of society.
In the last 6 months this has included:
£1.2m to increase capacity within our Norfolk Assistance Scheme (NAS) which provides emergency funding to help with living costs.
£1.4m to district councils for community support 
£475,000 for the Norfolk Community Advice Network to provide more advice and £167,000 to help partner organisations access the Network’s system
£1m of support targeted to more than 100 voluntary and community groups to apply for vouchers for groceries and household essentials for those in need
£2.4m for free school meals at Christmas and February half term with an extra payment at Christmas for 30,000 children.  This scheme ended last month with all of the Norfolk’s funding allocation spent.
Invested £250,000 to enable a network of community supermarkets to be established across the county.

People who live and work near Swaffham will be able to rely on a new on-demand bus service.  This aims to transport people to work, study and shop.  The flexibus+ service will be running between 7am and 7pm except Sundays and can be booked by phone or online.  The felixibus+ covers 85 square miles and has stops in Swaffham as well as 20 villages and hamlets in the surrounding area.  The scheme is possible due to £700,000 grant awarded from the government’s Rural Mobility Fund.  This will allow the scheme to run for four years in which time it is hoped it can become self-financing and continue to run for many years to come.  Concessionary cards (senior and mobility) are valid on the service, children under 5 travel free and dogs are welcome for free.  People who download the app will be entitled to their first journey free – until 30th June 2022.  Full details at 
https//www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads and transport/public-transport/buses/flexibus

April sees the launch of a consultation for the Norfolk Local Cycling and Walking Plan.  In this first phase of the project the public will be asked where they would like to see the new cycling and walking routes created in Norfolk.  More information and a link to the survery can be found at
www.norfolk.gov.uk/activetravel

To help keep vital providers of home car on the road and supporting vulnerable adults Norfolk County Council is spending an extra £300,000 to help meet the increased cost of fuel.  In the face of rising fuel prices care providers across Norfolk reported that the extra cost was having a real impact on their and their staff’s ability to keep providing reliable home care, a decision was taken to increase itshourly payment to £21 representing an increase of £301,000 across the county.  This will be met by the Norfolk County Council’s Adult Social Services Provider Support Fund.  Home care offers practical help for people to stay independent at home, giving thm extra support needed for them to continue to live on their own.  To do this carers visit multiple people in one day and in a rural county like Norfolk can clock up many miles of travel between these locations.  As such the steep rise in fuel prices has put a major strain on many of these home care services.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson, Breckland District Councillor.  Sporle residents who do not qualify for the local food bank will be able to access the Breckland food bus where they can purchase goods at 40 t0 50% cheaper.  Breckland officers have been and spoken with the proprietor of the Sporle shop and he has now problem with the bus visiting Sporle.
Regarding the bridge over the drain at 5 Bailey Row, this being a historic planning application I have not been able to access any information.  Breckland planning have said that the County Council Highways would have been the main consultee regarding highway access to this development.  If any other recent works on the bridge have been carried out by the occupants of Bailey Row this should be referred to Norfolk County Council highways.
As always please contact me if you need any advice or help.

5. To open the meeting to members of the public or press to discuss matters on the Agenda.  
A resident wished to report that some of the hedge was stick out onto the roadway reducing the width outside Vicarage Cottage and concerned that there may be an accident.  Gordon Burrows stated he would speak to the occupant and in the meantime the clerk would email Councillor Colman.  It was thought that the occupant had allowed the hedge to grow out into the highway to slow down vehicles using the road.

Village Gateway’s.   There had been no news however, Councillor Colman had been going to update the Parish Council regarding these but had unfortunately been unable to attend due to having COVID.

It was requested that recording the pub as a Village Asset should be on the next Agenda. 


A request was made as to when the Playing Field Car Park would be open for use.  Gordon Burrows stated that he would be having a meeting with Norfolk Constabulary re regular patrols in the area once the gates were open.

Solar Lighting near the village Shop.  Westcotec were still awaiting deliver of the light.

Jubilee Party.  John Rodwell had applied to Breckland District Council for a grant of £500 and he would hear later in the month if this had been successful.  In the meantime it was requested at the meeting if the Parish Council would also consider a grant as had been proposed when the Committee had been set up.  After discussion and referring to the accounts it was agreed that the Parish Council would make a similar grant of £500.

8:06pm one resident left the meeting.

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 10th March 2022 not covered elsewhere on the Agenda.  None
               
7. Highways
a) SAM2 Sign.  The second sign had been picked up and was currently at Bunkers Hill and would be moved to near Railway Farm at the end of the week.  The leaflet, cables and connectors still had to be collected so that the data could be retrieved and reported to the Parish Council. 

8.  Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
With the addition of the payment towards the Jubilee Celebrations, which would be made out to the Community Centre, all payments were proposed by Janis Bevan, seconded by Helen Bartley, approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget.
c) Donations  -  deferred to next meeting.
d) AGAR  -  the clerk was still awaiting February and March’s bank statements to complete the AGAR and end of year report.  She was chasing this up with the bank.

9. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
None

10. Data Protection.  There had been no reports under Data Protection.

11. Village Maintenance:
a) Street Lighting.  Still awaiting an update from Westcotec regarding date from their suppliers regarding the solar light.
b) Ditch Clearance.  Still awaiting information from Councillor Wilkinson as to whose responsibility this was.
c) Waste Bins.  It was agreed that these would be collected and they would be put in the Playingfield, childdren’s playground area.   One near the pavilion and one further up where most of the rubbish appeared to be dropped.  
        
12. Other Village Matters.
a) Household Support Fund.  The Parish Council had been awarded the grant applied for and would distribute this as soon as possible.
b) Overgrown area Sydney Dye Court.  Breckland District Council are working very hard to resolve this matter.  Contact has been made with the resident and has expressed a wish to assist in clearing.  The owners of the property have passed away and the property had not been re-registered so there is a delay in resolving this matter.  Breckland anti-social behaviour team (ASB) are involved and a community protection order notice (CPON) has been issued to the occupants and the Breckland Council Finance Affairs Team (CFAT) are also involved to bring this unsatisfactory issue to a conclusion.
c) Seat in bus shelter.  Deferred to next meeting.  The seat in the wildflower meadow required some remedial work which Helen Bartley agreed to undertake.  She would be reimbursed for any materials that were purchased for the purpose.
d) Assett of Community Value. Deferred to next meeting
e) The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  -  John Rodwell on behalf of the village has presented an application to Breckland District Council for a Queens Platinum Jubilee grant.  Councillor Wilkinson has the Conservative Breckland ward representative has written a supporting letter for Sporle to receive a monetary grant. The success of the application will be known later this month.
f) Armed Forces Covenant Pledge  - The clerk would prepare this for signature at the next meeting.
g) RBL Tommy Military Figure  -  clerk to write to the Parochial Church Council re the placing of a Tommy figure by the War Memorial in the church grounds.
h) RBL – plant a tree for Queens Jubilee
i) RBL – Signs, Bunting and Flag  the school would be making bunting for the Jubilee celebration.
j) Sporle Garden Group request that the Parish Council put in an application to Highways for a site visit to decide whether a small tree such as a crab apple can be planted on the green area (behind the metal bench) opposite the Community Centre to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would do this.  This was discussed and Gordon Burrows had been attempting to get in touch with Highways Engineer re location of tree however had ot been successful so far.  It was agreed that it was now too late in the year to plant a tree and this would be deferred to Autumn.  Gordon Burrows would continue to try and contact the Highways Engineer re location.


13. To consider correspondence.  (All circulated prior to meeting).
(a)  Breckland Mobile Food Store.  Still awaiting a time table for the Mobile Food Store.

Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 12th May 2022, 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre



Meeting closed at 8:58pm















































			
