


[bookmark: _Hlk121351233]   Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
		Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at Sporle Community Centre
on Thursday 8th December 2022 at 7.30pm.

Present:
	
	Gordon Burrows  (Chair)				Janis Bevan (Vice Chair)				Helen Bartley						Helen Dye						Jacqui Howard					Kalvin McLeod
	John Barley	

				
	Peter Wilkinson – Breckland District Council

Elizabeth Durrant (Clerk)
Sarah Hunt (new Clerk)

1 village resident

	 
1. Apologies for Absence None.

2. To approve the minutes of the meeting of the council held on the 10th November 2022.
Minutes were proposed by Kalvin McLeod and seconded by Jacqui Howard.  Agreed unanimously.

3. To record any declarations of interest in any items discussed.  None known.

4. To receive updates from County and District Councillors.  These have been forwarded to everyone as soon as possible after receipt.

Councillor Peter Wilkinson.  Inspire Community Funding will close on tomorrow for this round.  It will open up sometime in the New Year for the next round.  Councillor Wilkinson will be happy to write a supporting letter.

Household Support Fund through Breckland District Council was still open to residents to apply.  All information can be found on the Breckland District website.

Both Councillor Colman and Councillor Wilkinson had given support to get the pub open again due to a few last minute issues.  It was hoped it would be opening tomorrow.

In respect of the Community Emergency Action Plan Councillor Wilkinson informed the Parish Councillors that one of the officers from Breckland District Council could come and speak to them regarding the Plan if this would help.

5. To open the meeting to members of the public or press to discuss matters on the Agenda.  
A resident requested an update re the overgrown tree and undergrowth in the pathway at Sydney Dye Court.  This had been reported to Highways who believe the land is privately owned and therefore will not deal with the issue.  It was suggested that this was actually a public footpath.  John Barley agreed to try and source a definitive map to see if this would show it as being a public footpath as if this was the case then highways would have to deal.  A meeting with the Highways Engineer, Jack Griffiths, and one of the Parish Councillors would be arranged if possible so that he can visit and give an assessment.

6. To discuss any matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of 10th November 2022 not covered elsewhere on the agenda.  None

7. Highways
a) Sam 2 sign  - Both signs were back in the village and were at either end of the village.   The highest average speed was on 27th November and was 38.5mph.  It was very noticeable that the highest percentage of speeding vehicles was on the school runs at the start and end of school.  John Corley was going to Westcotec in the new year to see what needs to be done so that the data can be downloaded properly and used to report any particular issues to the police if necessary.
b) Changes to gritting in the street.  The Parish Councillors will chase up the Highways Engineer re getting the road gritted up the hill past the school as it used to be.  In inclement weather this part of the road does become very slippery and with the children walking to school it is only a matter of time before someone falls and hurts themselves.
           	.
8. Finance:
a) To approve payments to be made as at Annex A. 
Were proposed by Helen Dye, seconded by Kalvin McLeod and approved unanimously.
b) Finance Report - The Council clerk reported that the council were operating within budget. 
c) Precept -  The Precept had been adjusted to reflect the change in the Parish Clerk’s salary.  This did not impact the total so there was still no additional charge this year to village residents merely a movement from funds from one expenditure stream to another.  Proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by Janis Bevan and agreed unanimously.
d) SSE Contract.  The Clerk reported that SSE had sent through a proposal re the streetlight electric contract and suggested that it be extended for 6 months.  In the current climate it was agreed that this would be a sensible option.  The clerk would contact SSE and advise them accordingly.  Proposed by John Barley, seconded by Helen Bartley and approved unanimously.

9. Policies
               Statement re the Pavilion, Playing field and Children’s Playground.  It was agreed that this would need to   
               re worded in some sections.
	
10. [bookmark: _Hlk483495996]Planning:
3DC/2022/0304/DOC Land East of The Street, Sporle.  Discharge of Conditions 4 & 10 on                                               3PL/2029/0921/F (Discharge Conditions)
3PL/2022/0940/VAR Wolferton Barn, the Street, Sporle, PE32 2UE.  Removal of Condition No.11 on 3TL/2012/0017/TL – to allow existing storage building to be retained for use by the occupier (Variation of Cond’s,  Approved
T1 – Sycamore fell.  (Tree Work Application TPO)  Sporle R-own  49 the Street, PE32 2DS
All noted and the Breckland District Council Tree Officer will assess the Tree application.

11. Data Protection.  There had been no requests under Data Protection.

12. Village Maintenance:  
a) Street Lighting.  The Solar light should hopefully be in place over the next few weeks.  This will be downward facing and has a sensor so that when no one is near it reduces to 30% of normal light.  Gordon had delivered letters to those houses directly affected by the solar light.
b) Ditch Clearance – There was still no update re who is responsible for the upkeep of the ditch. 
c) Waste Bins  -  Gordon Burrows had met with Damien Green re the placement of the bins.  The bins will be placed and secured on a concrete plinth at the agreed locations.  However due to inclement weather this has not happened yet.
d) Hedge Cutting in the Playing field and Childrens Playpark.  The cutting back had been completed.  Gordon was going to meet up with the contractor next week to discuss some of the areas.  It was suggested that the trees round the car park where the branches are very low should be cut.  Proposed by Kalvin McLeod, seconded by Gordon Burrows and agreed unanimously.
 
13. Other Village Matters. 
a) Household Support Fund.  There is still some funding available for those who are finding it difficult to buy food of fuel.  The fund is restricted to these two and proof of how the money provided is spent will be required. Only those who have not previously received any funding from the Household Support Grant administered by the Parish Council are eligible to apply.  Please note this is different funding to that offered by Breckland District Council.   
b) Seat in bus shelter – Kalvin McLeod had seen an advert on Marketplace for a metal bench and it was agreed that the Parish Council should purchase this.    Proposed by Helen Bartley, seconded by Helen Dye and agreed unanimlusly.
c) RBL Tommy Military Figure – there was still no further information regarding this.
d) Norfolk County Council Trees.  Clerk had tried to apply for the trees but was unable to do so as it would appear the offer had closed.
e) Overgrown bushes Hill Close towards the school.  Gordon Burrows had knocked on the door but there had been no reply.  The lady who lives there is in and out of hospital.  A letter should be sent to the housing association
f) JAFA Solar Farm -  application is still not live on the website.
g) Notification from Outreach with details of where the installation of Communications Pole in South Acre Rd would be placed.  Noted.

14. To consider correspondence.  (All circulated prior to meeting).  
a) NALC – additional services.  The Clerk had signed the Parish Council up to a trial with a secure email address which NALC were trialling.  At this time there would be no cost involved.
b) A reminder to residents that the grit bins are only for use on the public highways or public footpaths and not for personal use.
c) Ian Rodie has agreed to cover the picnic bench when the weather get better.

Date and time of next meeting.
 
Thursday 10th November 2022 at 7.30pm
Sporle Community Centre


Meeting closed at 8:50pm




























































